
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 

HIGHLIGHTS 
 7.3 million people affected by 

disasters in the last quarter 

of 2012. 

 92 per cent of media 

coverage for Hurricane 

Sandy focused on the United 

States, while only 9 per cent 

focused on affected 

Caribbean countries. 

 Guatemala reconstructs after 

the 7.2-magnitude 

earthquake. 

 

AFFECTED 

Earthquake 415,000 

Hurricanes 295,000 

Drought 143,000 

Storms 67,000 

Floods 64,000 

Cold Wave 35,000 

Total (million) 7.3 

 

DISASTERS 

South America   12 

Central America 10 

Caribbean 8 

Total 30 

 

Numbers in these graphs are 
estimates for October, November 
and December 2012 compiled from 
reports from national authorities and 
may not represent official totals for 
these events. These reports are 
available at www.redhum.org. 

 

Over 7 million people affected in last quarter  
In the last quarter of 2012, 30 natural disasters affected 7.3 million people. This is almost 50 per cent of 
the 2012 total1 and 90 per cent more than the 2011 total2. 

Forecasts for the 2012 Atlantic hurricane season were “lower than normal”3, but the season had 19 
hurricanes, which is seven more than the historic average.  

Six million people affected in Cuba and Guatemala 

Hurricane Sandy was the most devastating hurricane of the season and the only one to reach major 
hurricane status (3+). It caused 70 deaths and directly affected 3 million people in five Caribbean 
countries (Bahamas, Cuba, Dominican Republic, Haiti and Jamaica). It then reached the east coast of 
the United States, where it caused economic losses of US$30 billion (National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration - NOAA). In 2011, economic losses from natural disasters in the Americas 
totalled $67.3 billion (Centre for Research on the Epidemiology of Disasters - CRED). 

Guatemala, which has recurring natural disasters, was hit by an intense 7.2-magnitude earthquake on 7 
November that affected 3 million people. 

The El Niño phenomenon was active in the last quarter, causing disasters in several South American 
countries. Bolivia was most affected, with drought, floods and hail affecting more than 115,000 people—
about 20,000 people more than in 2011 (CRED). A moderate El Niño phenomenon is forecast for the 
first quarter of 2013 (NOAA). 

Other disasters that affected the region were drought (Bolivia, Guatemala and Honduras) and floods 
(Colombia, Dominican Republic, Guatemala, Honduras, Panama, Paraguay, Peru and Venezuela). 
Small disasters that are part of regular cycles, such as extreme cold, windstorms and epidemics, 
generated dengue alerts in Peru and Paraguay, and cholera alerts in Haiti and the Dominican Republic. 
____________________ 
1. 15 million people affected in 100 disasters. Centre for Research on the Epidemiology of Disasters - CRED. 
2.  8.2 million people affected in 2011. Centre for Research on the Epidemiology of Disasters - CRED. 
3. University of Colorado, 4 April 2012. 

People affected by natural disasters in Latin America and the Caribbean 
October, November and December 2012 

 

 

 
   

Flooding and hurricanes represented close to 80% of 
disasters in the last quarter of 2012.  

Of the 15 million people affected in 2012, half were affected 
due to events in the last quarter of 2012. 
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Sandy: A forgotten disaster? 
Thousands of people are still dealing with the aftermath of Hurricane Sandy, especially in Cuba where a 
lack of funding is hampering the response. Economic loss from Sandy in Cuba is estimated at $2.2 
billion (Government of Cuba). By the end of 2012, the $30.6 million Plan of Action presented by the 
United Nations had only received $7.7 million4 (25.3 per cent). The international community faces a 
challenge to ensure that Sandy does not become a forgotten disaster.  

Caribbean countries affected by Sandy generated 8 per cent of news coverage, while 92 per cent of 
coverage focused on the United States (Google, 7 January 2013). 

  

Cuba: More than 3 million people need humanitarian 
assistance 

The United Nations mobilized $1.6 million for the Hurricane Sandy emergency response. Some 80 tons 
of humanitarian aid (mainly hygiene and cleaning equipment) was sent from the regional United Nations 
Humanitarian Response Depot in Panama to Caribbean countries. Immediately after the hurricane 
struck Cuba, three OCHA staff and two staff from the United Nations Development Programme 
deployed to support the United Nations Country Team (UNCT). An OCHA specialist remained in Cuba 
for a month after the launch of the Plan of Action to help the UNCT ensure continuity and to follow up 
projects.  

 

Financing covered by sector 
Plan of Action for Cuba – Hurricane Sandy 

 

Only 25.3 per cent of the funds requested in the Plan of Action for Cuba has been covered. Contributions are needed to implement 
the plan and meet identified needs. Source: Financial Tracking System. 

 

  Jamaica’s health system affected 

Despite authorities’ preparedness measures, there were considerable losses in agriculture, 
infrastructure, shelter, local government services, education and health. There was also a threat of a 
dengue outbreak. OCHA provided $40,000 from its Emergency Cash Grant to support national 
authorities in controlling dengue vectors. National OCHA staff in Jamaica supported the authorities in 
responding to the emergency. Hurricane Gilbert was the last hurricane to directly impact Jamaica. It 
struck 24 years ago, causing 49 deaths and damaging 100,000 houses. 

____________________ 

4 $5.5 million was allocated from the United Nations Central Emergency Response Fund (CERF). Only $2.2 million has been 
donated to the Plan of Action from other sources. 

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

Coordination

Education

Food Insecurity

Health

Shelter and Recovery

Water, Sanitation & Hygiene

In 2008, following 
Tropical Storm Fay and 
Hurricanes Ike and 
Gustav, the United 
Nations presented the 
first Plan of Action for 
Cuba, which was for $30 
million. However, only 
30.5 per cent ($9.1 
million) was received. 
. 
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  10,000 hectares of crops lost in Dominican Republic 

Although the Dominican Republic was not directly affected by the hurricane, heavy rains accompanying 
Sandy caused severe flooding. Three people died and an estimated 9,600 hectares of crops were 
destroyed or affected at a cost of $25 million. The floods also increased dengue and cholera cases 
throughout the country.  

  Food security worsens in Haiti 

Sandy affected people still trying to recover from the 2010 earthquake. It also generated an increase in 
the cases of cholera, which has been an epidemic in Haiti since October 2010. Almost 1.5 million 
families lack food security, and they are at risk of malnutrition in the coming months due to 
displacement and loss of crops and livelihoods.  

In the initial stages of the response, OCHA allocated almost $4 million from CERF. However, another 
$40 million is needed and was included in a revised consolidated appeal. Priority sectors are food 
security, health and shelter.  

For more information on Haiti, visit: http://www.unocha.org/where-we-work/haiti 

 

 

Created: 16 January 2013.Source: UNCS, GAUL. NOAA.  Compiled by ocha-rolac@un.org. The designations employed and the 
presentation of material on this map do not imply the expression of any opinion whatsoever on the part of the Secretariat of the 
United Nations concerning the legal status of any country, territory, city or area or of its authorities or concerning the delimitation of its 
frontiers or boundaries. 

 
 
 
 

THE CARIBBEAN: Hurricane Sandy - Impact by country (October 2012)
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Bahamas: Economic 
losses could reach $300 
million, according to The 
Caribbean Catastrophe 
Risk Insurance Facility. 
Damage to public 
infrastructure and private 
property is 7.5 times 
greater than that caused 
by Hurricane Irene in 
August 2011. 
. 
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Guatemala reconstructs after 7.2-magnitude 
earthquake 

   

Poverty and recurring natural disasters are the main factors that increase vulnerability in Guatemala. 
However, years of capacity-building have resulted in rapid and effective emergency response.  

Minutes after the 7.2-magnitude earthquake struck on 7 November, the country activated its response 
system. OCHA was also able to respond quickly, as its Redhum Information Representative works in 
the Emergency Operations Centre helping with information management. The Redhum presence was 
key in strengthening the information flow. In the following weeks, OCHA mobilized technical and 
financial support, and a United Nations Disaster Assessment and Coordination team was officially 
requested on 12 November. An Emergency Cash Grant of $65,000 was approved and $1.6 million 
allocated from CERF. Despite 3 million people being affected, Guatemala did not request international 
assistance. The Government, humanitarian partners and cooperating countries are continuing efforts to 

recover from the earthquake.  

 

People affected by earthquake 7 November 2012 
Cumulative data by disaster from recent years 

3.4 
million 
people affected 

10,440  
people in 88 
shelters  

30,680 
people 
evacuated 

26,938 
houses 
damaged 

225 
aftershocks 
above 6.1  

 

8 
departments 
under a state of  
calamity 

7,4 
million people 
affected 
 

80,000 
people in 
shelters 

150,000 
people 
evacuated 

566,000 
people lost their 
homes 

800 
people died 

 

 

Forty-five per cent of people affected by disaster in Guatemala over the last seven years is as a result of the earthquake on 7 
November 2012. Source: National Coordinator for Disaster Reduction – CONRED. 

 
People affected by natural disasters 

Guatemala 2005 - 2012 

 
Between 2005 and 2012, 7.4 million people were affected by disasters in Guatemala. In 2008 
and 2009, the United Nations launched Flash Appeals. CRED 
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Coordination Saves Lives 

  Uruguay adapts its response protocols 

In September, a severe local storm hit Argentina, Paraguay and Uruguay affecting more than 50,000 
people. All three countries responded quickly and efficiently. Uruguayan authorities identified the 
opportunity to strengthen their national response system and asked OCHA to facilitate an assessment 
exercise as a way to review and propose new tools and protocols to strengthen coordination capacity 
for future emergencies. In early November 2012, OCHA helped authorities to define main areas for 
strengthening and a plan for developing protocols. A simulation exercise with humanitarian partners is 
planned for this year to measure the effectiveness of their response. 

  Mexico prepares for a major earthquake 

If a major earthquake occurs in Mexico, about 22 million people in Mexico City could be affected.  In this 
scenario, international assistance would be critical to save lives. An OCHA National Disaster Response 
Adviser in Mexico was recruited in October 2009. Since then, links between the Government and 
international humanitarian actors have been strengthened in response preparedness. After the 
earthquakes in Chile in 2010 and Japan in 2011, countries that have high capacity levels and 
historically provide humanitarian assistance began preparing for scenarios of major disasters and 
activating assistance mechanisms with the international humanitarian community. Mexico has sent aid 
to disaster-affected countries, and it supports regional initiatives such as the Regional Meeting on 
Enhancing International Humanitarian Partnerships (EIHP), of which it is a founding member. For more 
on the EIHP, see the Redhum website: http://bit.ly/HZhL5Z 

 

Humanitarian Financing  
Countries that received  

 CERF funds (US$) 

Colombia 1,093,884 

Paraguay 2,577,014 

Peru 2,221,613 

Cuba* 5,522,753 

Haiti* 3,947,974 

Guatemala* 1,654,130 

  

  

Total 17,017,368 

Source: CERF.  

Countries that launched 
appeals (US$) 

Cuba*  30,600,000 

Haiti** 40,000,000 

  

  

  

  

  

  

Total 70,600,000 
 

(*) Appeals in the last quarter (October, November and December) 
(**) $40 million was added to Haiti’s consolidated appeal. 

 
Of the total appeals to CERF in 2012, 3.56 per cent was allocated to Latin America and the Caribbean. 

These funds were for rapid response to emergencies. 
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For further information, please contact:  
Douglas Reimer, Officer in Charge, reimer@un.org, Tel. (+ 507) 317-1748 
Rogerio Mobilia, Head of Information Unit, silvar@un.org, Tel. (+ 507) 317-1749 

OCHA humanitarian bulletins are available at: www.redhum.org | www.unocha.org | www.reliefweb.int 

 

  CERF: saving lives in Peru 

In May 2012, $2.2 million in CERF funds was approved to support the response to flooding in Loreto 
Department, Peru. The flooding affected more than 290,000 people. With these funds, three United 
Nations agencies and the International Organization for Migration assisted more than 100,000 people. 
OCHA facilitated the coordination between humanitarian actors, and it supported authorities in 
implementing and monitoring CERF funds. By October 2012, most of the projects were coming to a 
close. As well as saving lives, the CERF projects enabled the distribution of humanitarian assistance to 
reach more people than originally expected. They also helped to strengthen regional coordination 
processes, and enabled the incorporation of additional themes, such as protection, nutrition and 
education.  

The floods severely affected livelihoods, with more than 50 per cent of losses in crops and an increase 
in respiratory illnesses, diarrhoea and skin conditions. The sectors included in CERF funding were 
agriculture, education, health, nutrition, protection, shelter, and water, sanitation and hygiene. 

 

Regional Perspectives for 2013 
 This year, OCHA will continue coordinating and working with humanitarian actors and 

authorities to strengthen national and regional emergency response capacities to save lives.   

 The economy in Latin America and the Caribbean is expected to grow 3.8 per cent in 2013, led 
by economic recovery in Argentina and Brazil and sustained growth in other countries. 
However, social problems due to inequality, poverty, violence, unplanned growing urbanization 
and high levels of vulnerability are significant factors relating to humanitarian crises in the 
region. 

 The sixth Regional Meeting on Enhancing International Humanitarian Partnerships will take 
place in May in Jamaica. Governments will gather to discuss ways to make the international 
humanitarian assistance more efficient, predictable and coordinated. 

 Cuba and Guatemala continue implementing recovery and reconstruction programmes 
following the 2012 emergencies (Hurricane Sandy and earthquake).  

 Forecasts for a weak El Niño may affect some countries in Central and South America with 
climate variations.   

 Peace-related conversations continue between the Revolutionary Armed Forces of Colombia 
(FARC) and the Government of Colombia.  

 Chile, Ecuador, Honduras and Paraguay will have electoral processes this year and may see 
changes in national authorities. These changes are an example of the strengthening of 
democratic process in the region, but they will require international humanitarian actors to 
repeat training and advocacy efforts through workshops and dialogue, as the new officials 
assume their posts. Such dialogues and workshops are necessary to ensure that new officials 
are aware of existing coordination mechanisms to assist authorities when emergency 
situations overwhelm national capacities. 

 On 11 December 2012, Venezuelan President Hugo Chavez underwent an operation for 
cancer in a hospital in Cuba. Due to respiratory complications, Chavez did not attend the 
inauguration of his new period as President (2013–2019), after winning elections on 7 October. 
His swearing-in ceremony has been postponed until he recovers from the operation. The 
Venezuelan opposition is pushing for more clarity regarding the situation. Vice-President 
Nicolás Maduro is carrying out presidential duties in Venezuela, after congress authorized 
Chavez to travel to Cuba. 

 

During 2012, the number 
of people living in 
poverty in Latin America 
was reduced by almost 1 
million. However, this 
achievement pales when 
compared with the 167 
million people who are 
considered “poor”. They 
represent close to 30 per 
cent of the Latin 
American population, 
excluding the 66 million 
people living in extreme 
poverty. 

http://www.unocha.org/
http://www.reliefweb.int/

